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these Irish towns, each of which had in 1901 a population
below 15,000, the mean rate of infant mortality last year was
equal to 106 per 1000, exceeding the rate in London, with
an estimated population little short of five millions, by 3 per
1000. The proportion of deaths under one year to births

registered affords a fairly trustworthy test of the health

condition of a population, and has, at the present time,
the additional advantage of not being invalidated by un-
certainty as to the local numbers of urban populations.
The unsatisfactory health condition of the Irish towns,
compared with that of the far larger English and Welsh
towns is, indeed, beyond doubt, and it is, moreover, a fact
that the death-rate at all ages in these Irish towns shows a

far larger proportional excess on the same rate in the

English towns, than the rate of infant mortality, although
this excess cannot be accurately measured until the results of
,the recent Census are available.

EDUCATION "AL FRESCO."

"THE visitor to the Forum Romanum (and in these days
his name is Legion) may witness," writes an Italian corre-
spondent, "an educational method interesting in itself, well
worthy of being considered, and, where possible, of being
,adopted in practice. He will see relays of little boys, about
the ’ fourth-form age’ in English schools, taken round the
monuments and informed as to the events associated in

chronological sequence with each. In that great centre of
Roman life, Republican and Imperial, the boy is thus made
,to realise, with a vividness not to be derived from books,
the evolution of the historic drama, in contact with many of
the features, architectural and artistic, among which it was

enacted; surrounded, moreover, by the landscape and even
the nature ’ present to the old dramatis personae themselves.
Another day the said visitor may witness on the much-

frequented Pincian Hill-the Valhalla of Rome,’ so called
from its assemblage of busts of the national heroes placed

. en 6vidence on the initiative of Mazzini in 1849-the same or
similar relays of boys conducted by their teachers and

examined vivi voce as to the career or the moral character-
istics of each personality in succession. Placed before the
bust of Marius, for example, the first boy is asked
to give from his private reading a brief account of that

great plebian soldier, an account supplemented, when

necessary, by a second or third boy ; and then, the company
having moved to the bust of Sulla, the patrician rival of
Marius, a fourth or fifth boy is made, in turn, to describe the
career of that mighty captain, the account being also

corrected or illustrated by fresh details from another class-
fellow. And so, day by day, or week by week, the boys are
familiarised with the national history, not only in the
, sculptured presence ’ of the chief actors in the same, but
in the environment, more or less immediate, in which they
lived and moved. All this instruction, be it added, is

conveyed in the open air, with walking exercise and

with a use of the voice and respiratory system under the
freshest, the healthiest, of conditions-in what contrast to

those of the traditional school-room with its vitiated atmo-

sphere and the physical constraint imposed by bench or

’ form’ 1 The same instruction, at a later stage of the

boy’s education, is given as to the social life of his ancestors
-in the Colosseum, for instance, with its illustration of

Roman amusements, in the Baths of Caracalla, with their
evidence of the Roman respect for the body in the elaborate
provision for personal cleanliness and physical exercise,
culminating in the yet nobler advance in the spiritual
sphere as attested by the Catacombs and the gradual decline
of paganism before Christianity. Of course, there is the objec-
.!ti0n that the instruction, the educational methods, referred to

are seen under exceptionally favourable circumstances in
Rome, with its concentrated ensemble of monuments and

treasure-trove, architectural and artistic-above all, with its

steady climate, whose fine, or at least fair, weather may
be counted on for days, if not for weeks, in succession.

Granted; but may not in other communities an approach
to al fresco instruction be made by special accommodation,
giving shelter, while not excluding free ventilation, such as
is seen in the porticoed hall’ not unfamiliar on the con-
tinent ? Even in the British Isles, ’the rain, it rains not

every day’; while some such protection from atmospheric
vicissitude as the awning that shielded the vast assemblages
in the Colosseum from wet or heat ought not to be beyond the
resources of twentieth century ingenuity. In these days of
rapidly developing hygiene, public and personal, some innova-
tion on the traditions of school life is both demanded and

expected-innovation directed to the physical well-being:of
the growing boy or girl during lesson-time,’ while making
the lesson itself more attractive, interesting, and impressive
than has hitherto been attainable under the system of learn.
ing by rote from the printed page. The Roman

Hippocrates’ (as Celsus used to be called by the
medical humanist) simply concurred in traditional Roman

usage when he pointed out the salutary effect of using
the voice under health-giving conditions, as practised in the
’ portiooed halls’ of the Rome of his day, with the clara
lectio ’ and the free inflation of the lungs assisted by
appropriate gesture and attitude. The practice, too, of

expressing oneself in words, as encouraged by calling on the
pupil to ’ give an account’ of this or that object en &eacute;videnoe,
or subject of private reading, and as illustrated in the Roman
methods above described, has also its appeal to the con-

temporary educationist even in the British Isles, and adds
another to the profitable hints that may be gathered from a
visit to the Eternal City, now celebrating the fiftieth

anniversary of its recovered freedom and proving its title to

the sympathy and support of the Present by its wise and
opportune resuscitation of some of the best features or

methods of the Past." 
___

CEREBRAL EPENDYMITIS.

IT is a curious fact that while the pathology of the outer
membranes of the brain occupies an important place in all
the classical text-books, that of the lining membrane, or
ependyma, has been almost entirely ignored. Yet the walls

of the cerebral cavities may be the seat of acute, subacute,
or chronic inflammatory processes of great interest and
clinical significance. The establishment of internal hydro-
cephalus as a morbid entity seems to have been made by the
Edinburgh school as long ago as 1770, but the notion of
ependymitis is quite modern ; in fact, to obtain clinical and
pathological descriptions of the condition it is necessary,
or has hitherto been necessary, to consult the literature
under such varying titles as internal or acute hydro-
cephalus, cerebral pseudo-tumour, ventricular meningitis,
serous meningitis, hydrocephalus from meningitis, cerebral

meningeal syndrome without meningitis, &c. It is therefore

satisfactory to note the publication of an authoritative

"Study of Cerebral Ependymitis," based on material from
the Salp&ecirc;tri&egrave;re and Bicetre, by Dr. Pierre Merle of Paris.l
The student of neuropathology and the clinician alike will
find in thisrevue d’ensemble an admirable exposition of the

subject, which both from medical and surgical points of
view has been too long neglected. The ependymal lining of
the cerebral cavities, prolonged into the medulla, may be
the seat of various microbial infections, the result being a
serous, a sero-purulent, or a purulent ependymitis ; the

1 Etude sur les Ependymites C&eacute;r&eacute;brales. Par le Docteur Pierre
Merle. Th&egrave;se de Paris, 1910. Paris: G. Steinheil. Pp.240.


